


The adventures of
methadone man

and
buprenorphine babe

Volume I, Issue #1

Writer: Carlos Moreno

Editor: Les Pappas

Penciler, Inker and Colorist: David Cole

Lettering and Fonts: Scott Whipple

Design and Production: Better World Advertising

Printer: Watermark PRESS

PUBLISHED BY: OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE

Opioid Substitution World Map provided by:
International Harm Reduction Association (IHRA)

Additional Contributors 

Zachary Celizic
Emily Foran

Olga Hagelganc
Johna Hoey
Jamie Keith

John Leonard
Roxanne Saucier

Paul Silva
Daniel Wolfe

Yan Wu
Dustin York



1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



99



10



11



12



13

“Sixty-five countries now offer the medications buprenorphine and 

methadone to treat opiate addiction. Deemed “essential medicines” 

by the World Health Organization, they are recognized by the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, UNAIDS, and multiple 

national, regional, and international medical organizations to 

reduce drug injection and drug-related crime, and to improve 

public order, family satisfaction, return to employment, and

adherence to HIV treatment.

Unfortunately, even when medication-assisted treatment programs 

with methadone or buprenorphine are available, they fail to reach 

many of those who could benefit.

One reason for this is the many requirements—including admission 

restrictions, limited hours of operation, waiting lists, and

cumbersome prescription and storage requirements — that make it 

difficult for patients to enter treatment.”

– Open Society Institute

Lowering the Threshold: Models of Accessible

Methadone and Buprenorphine Treatment
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Methadone is a long-acting, synthetic 
drug used for the treatment of opioId 

(heroin, oxycontin, etc.) dependency. 
Methadone is dispensed orally as a liquid, 

powder or tablets. Doses must be
individually determined.

The Benefits of Methadone

Maintenance Treatment

Methadone reduces

dependency ON heroin

and other opiates, thereby 

reducing overdose. It also 

reduces HIV infection

rates by limiting the use 

and sharing of

contaminated syringes.

OpioId users who

receive methadone 

treatment are 

healthier than 

those who do not. 

They live longer, 

spend less time in the 

hospital, commit fewer 

crimes and have

better relationships

with their families.
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Drug Policy Alliance
www.drugpolicy.org

International CENTER FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF ADDICTION TREATMENT
WWW.OPIATEADDICTIONRX.INFO

International Drug Policy Consortium
www.idpc.net

International Harm Reduction Association
www.ihra.net

INPUD - The International Network of People
Who Use Drugs

www.inpud.net

INTERNATIONAL NURSING HARM REDUCTION NETWORK
WWW.INHRN.NET

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE
www.international.drugabuse.gov/collaboration/guide_methadone/intro.html

Open Society Institute
www.soros.org/hARM-REDUCTION

Release 
www.release.org.uk

UNAIDS
www.unaids.org

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
www.unodc.org

WOMEN’S HARM REDUCTION INTERNATIONAL NETWORK
WWW.TALKINGDRUGS.ORG/WOMENS-HARM-REDUCTION-GROUP

World Health Organization
www.who.int

YOUTH RISE
WWW.YOUTHRISE.ORG
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Asian Harm Reduction Network

www.ahrn.net

Canadian Harm Reduction Network

www.canadianharmreduction.com

Caribbean Harm Reduction Coalition

www.caribbeanharmreductioncoalition.htmlplanet.com

colectivo por una politica integral

hacia las drogas

www.cupihd.org

Eurasian Harm Reduction Network

www.harm-reduction.org

European Harm Reduction Network

www.eurohrn.eu

harm reduction coalition

www.harmreduction.org

Indonesian Harm Reduction Network

www.jangkar.org

Intercambios asociacion civil

www.intercambios.org.ar

middle east and north african

harm reduction ASSOCIATION

www.menahra.org

Russian Harm Reduction Network

www.harmreduction.ru

sub-saharan africa harm

reduction network

www.sahrn.net



www.methadoneman.org

www.buprenorphinebabe.org


